
superstreetbike.com 37

S U P E R  S T R E E T B I K E

FEATURE

all Stunt bikes  

aren’t the rattletraps 

you might expect. Dan Jackson  

walks us through the various custom 

components that help keep his Kawasaki 

ZX-6R on one wheel.

Back in the day 
all it took was a 
straight road, big 
cojones and some 

horsepower to be a stunt rider. 
As the sport progressed and the 
action was moved off highways and 
into controlled areas, riders began to 
modify their bikes to slow down the speeds 
for the smaller venues. The first modifications 
were done out of necessity and included such 
things as cutting down exhaust pipes simply to 
keep them from scraping the ground. As the tricks 
became more and more technical, crash cages were 
added to avoid broken case covers and an oily end to the 
day. The next revolution came in the form of a hand brake, 
and an influx of different designs were introduced in search of 
the perfect setup. These days there are purpose-built stunt parts 
designed specifically for each rider. 

“Crazy” Dan Jackson is one such rider who has utilized the nu-
merous custom parts to help perfect his craft. He’s been a part of 
the sport since 2000, and his resume includes being on the first 
cover of Super Streetbike, as well as numerous first place finishes 
in various stunt competitions across the globe. Over the years his 
bike setup has also progressed in order to keep him at the top of 
his game, and we were surprised at the intricacy and amount of 
specialized stunt parts.

Action
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Custom Seat
A hole was cut in the 
seat to give Dan a 
place to put his foot 
for leverage during 
wheelies. It helps the 
bike appear stock; 
free of any unsightly 
scrape bars and rear-
facing contraptions. 

Rear Pegs
Stock passenger pegs are meant for supporting feet; not standing or 
jumping around on. Freestyle Ingenuity’s reinforced rear pegs have a 
rounded surface for greater grip regardless of what angle the bike 
is at. Both pegs are connected with a steel plate that reinforces the 
subframe as well. 

Flattened Gas Tank
The top of the tank was removed so that a custom, 
flattened top could be welded on, providing a flat 
surface for sitting or standing. 

Fairing Brace
RK Armor’s aluminum brace looks trick as 
it protects the bike. It offers support when 
doing tricks in the high-chair position (feet 
over the front). 

Steering damper
A scotts steering stabilizer is critical 
to keep the bike from getting headshakes 
during stoppies and hard acceleration. 

Windscreen
A keen eye will notice small pieces of grip tape on the 
top of the front fairing. It’s there because the custom 
paint has a slippery surface. The fairing and windscreen 
are shortened for increased rider mobility. 

Brake Master Cylinder and Levers
The front brakes are operated with a Brembo 
19RCS master cylinder. It provides the most 
squeeze with maximum control during stoppies. 
The folding lever also helps prevent damage 
during crashes. 

Hand Brake, Clutch and 
Clip-Ons
The hand brake and clutch 
setup is what separates the 
pros from the Joes. Finding 
the ideal configuration is the 
holy grail of stunt riding. Dan 
uses a Righteous Stunt Metal 
clutch lever with a Brembo 
16RCS master cylinder. After 
years of trial and error, this 
setup proved the best and 
allows him to operate both 
controls with a single finger. 
The Brembo has a folding 
lever that flips up instead of 
snapping during a crash. 
The Vortex clips-ons are 
turned upside down to give 
the bars a seven-degree up-
ward position. This gives Dan 
more leverage during stoppies 
and circles versus straight 
or downward-sloped bars.Rearsets

The Vortex rearsets are 
made from billet aluminum 
and take a beating—whether 
it’s impacting the ground 
or supporting a rider’s full 
bodyweight. 

Sprockets
A larger rear sprocket helps deliver 
the power from higher RPMs at slower 
speeds. A 62 tooth rear sprocket is 19 
larger than stock. Dan also went one 
tooth down on the front sprocket for 
the equivalent of 22 more teeth than 
stock. 

Dual caliper rear brakes and 
aftermarket wheels
Hohey Designs builds the CNC brackets 
for a dual caliper setup on a 280mm ro-
tor. The hand brake operates the four-
piston caliper off the front of a Honda 
CBR600F4i. A single piston Brembo oper-
ates the foot brake and was chosen for 
its outstanding performance given its 
compact size. 
The Carrozzeria wheels were originally 
chosen for aesthetic reasons, but 
proved to help make wheelies and stop-
pies easier due to their reduced weight 
over stock. 

Exhaust
A pipe with some sound is important to 
make his riding appear more aggressive and 
draw attention during demonstrations and 
competitions. Dan runs a Leo Vince slip-on 
because it provides good backpressure and 
increased horsepower over stock for a 
stronger pull during high-idle moves. 

RacE Bodywork
Hotbodies Race bodywork allows for a cleaner 
custom paint job and has more surface area to run 
sponsor logos than stock. The belly pan catches 
any fluids that might be leak on the tires—causing 
a serious crash.

 It’s all in the 

DETAILS

SSB ★ NOVEMBER 201038

S U P E R  S T R E E T B I K E

FEATURE

superstreetbike.com 39

Front Pegs
The front pegs offer a standing surface for burn-
out combinations and other front-biased tricks. 

Front end: Carrozzeria wheel, Michelin Pilot tire, 
Scotts stabilizer, Vortex clip-ons, Righteous Stunt Metal 
clutch lever, Brembo RCS master cylinders 

Rear end: Carrozzeria wheel, Michelin Pilot tire, Vortex 
sprockets, Hohey Designs brake adapter, Tsubaki chain

Motor: Leo Vince slip-on exhaust, K&N air filter, Motul oil

Paint: Smithers Customs paint, Wrap It Up vinyl wrap 

Bodywork: Hotbodies Racing

Accessories: Star Customs seats, Freestyle Ingenuity 
cage and rear sub cage, custom front pegs, RK Armor 
fairing brace

Owner: “Crazy” Dan Jackson

Builder: Smithers Customs (smitherscustoms.com)

2009 Kawasaki ZX-6R


